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Brabant. But, for all his heroic and gracious airs, lie
was not the man to match William the Silent in policy
and resolution. He arrived at Luxemburg just as tho
Pacification was signed; and for two yours a, long ;ind
subtle diplomatic duel was waged between the JYineo
and the Viceroy, wherein step by stop the adventurous
chieftain found himself paralysed by the astute and
sleepless statesman.

The involutions of this negotiation aro far too com-
plex to be here set forth. The task before William \VUH
both intricate and delicate. Don John came with all
the air of a royal mediator to announce the clemency of
a lawful sovereign bent on closing the era of strife.
To the nobles and citizens, as to William and other
authorities, he showed nothing but friendship and grace,
Orange could not venture to donouuco such overtures in
States to which he himself had just appealed as Catholic
and loyal But ho well know that to trust these
overtures would be to deliver themselves bound to the
incurable perfidy of Philip and tho dispensing supremacy
of the Pope. Whether Don John himself was sincere
or not was of small importance. Ho was nothing but
the tool of his false brother, who could thrust him aside
or disown him at will. His own brain was teeming
with wild ambition, desperate advonturos, and personal
triumphs to be won in distant lands and by tho aid of
royal women. All William's policy was directed to
prevent the men of Flanders from yielding themselves
up to the fascinations and promises of the young hero,
to force on him larger and larger concessions, and, after
all, to confront him with demands which the Viceroy
dared neither to refuse nor to ifrant.